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BROKENWOOD

BROKENWOOD 2002
BROKENWOOD 2004
BROKENWOOD 2004
BROKENWOOD 2002
BROKENWOOD 2003
BROKENWOOD 2002
BROKENWOOD 2002 SHIRAZ RAYNER
BROKENWOOD 2002 SHIRAZ WADE BLOCK 2
One of the oldest wineries in Hunter Valley, Brokenwood was
established in 1970, and now produces wines from numerous
Australian regions. A dynamite value in dry, fragrant, tasty white
wine is the 2004 Cricket Pitch White, a blend of 55%
Sauvignon Blanc and 45% Semillon that was fermented and
aged in stainless steel prior to bottling. Elegant aromas of
lemons, limes, white peaches, and orange rinds emerge from
this crisp, medium-bodied, well-made dry white. Consume it
over the next year. The 2004 Semillon tastes like lime juice
infused with waxy honeysuckle characteristics. Fresh and tart
with a lively bite, it will drink beautifully with an assortment of
dishes over the next 1-2 years (although many Aussies age
them longer).

A knock-out red wine bargain is the 2002 Cricket Pitch Red, a
blend of 40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, 15% Cabernet
Franc, and 10% Shiraz aged in neutral American and French
barrels for 18 months. Sweet, peppery, black currant aromas
intermixed with notions of smoke, licorice, and damp earth are
followed by impressive fruit on the attack as well as mid-palate.
The velvety finish reveals surprising persistence. This 2002
should drink well for 2-4 years. The least expensive Shiraz
offering is the 2002 Area Blend, a 100% Shiraz aged in primarily
American oak. Earthy, with hints of fresh mushrooms, black
cherries, underbrush, and cassis, this medium-bodied,
somewhat rustic effort reveals slightly jagged edges. While it is
a very good wine, | preferred the less expensive Cricket Pitch
Red.

CRICKET PITCH RED
CRICKET PITCH WHITE
SEMILLON

SHIRAZ AREA BLEND
SHIRAZ GRAVEYARD
SHIRAZ GRAVEYARD

BUCKELEY’S

BUCKELEY’S 2004 CHARDONNAY
BUCKELEY’S 2003 SHIRAZ

Buckeley’s produces large quantities of value-priced, impeccably
well-made, fruit-forward wines that exhibit surprising purity as
well as elegance. The 2004 Chardonnay (86% Chardonnay and
14% Sauvignon Blanc) exhibits copious quantities of melon,
honeysuckle, and orange rind characteristics along with terrific
fruit intensity and medium body.

AUSTRALIA $16 RED 89
AUSTRALIA $16 WHITE 86
HUNTER VALLEY $22 WHITE 88
McLAREN VALE/PADTHAWAY/BEECHWOOD  $28 RED 88
HUNTER VALLEY $87 RED 91+
HUNTER VALLEY $87 RED 90+
McLAREN VALE $70 RED 90+
McLAREN VALE $46 RED 90

An outstanding offering the 2002 Shiraz Wade Block 2 (all from
McLaren Vale) spent 20 months in French and American wood prior to
bottling. Its deep ruby/purple color is followed by sweet aromas of
peppery blackberries, licorice, and damp earth. Ripe, chewy, elegant,
and pure, with a seamless personality, it will drink well for 8-12 years.

Two of Australia’s most renowned Shiraz emerge from Brokenwood’s
Rayner and Graveyard vineyards. The 2002 Shiraz Rayner was aged
in 80% American and 20% French oak (new and one-year-old). Itis a
streamlined, tightly-knit, ruby/purple-hued effort displaying notes of
blackberries, charcoal, dried herbs, sweet cherries, and hints of figs
and vanillin. More opulent in the mouth than its bouquet suggests, it
offers attractive, well-defined flavors in a medium to full-bodied,
moderately tannic style. It should age nicely for 7-8 years.

The estate’s flagship offering, the 2002 Shiraz Graveyard, is a tightly-
knit concentrated effort from a vineyard in the Hunter Valley planted on
red clay with 34-year-old vines. Its dense ruby/purple color is followed
by elegant aromas of plums, blackberries, vanilla, and briery, wild
mountain fruit. This well-built, muscular Shiraz should hit its plateau of
maturity in 2-3 years, and last for 12-15. The 2003 Shiraz Graveyard
is richer, fuller and more complete than its older sibling. Aged in 80%
French and 20% American oak, it exhibits a dense purple color as well
as a sweet perfume of black currants, cassis, loamy soil, licorice, and
dried herbs. Spicy, long, and rich, with an open-knit texture, it can be
drunk now or cellared for 10-12 years.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA $10 WHITE 87

SOUTH AUSTRALIA $10 RED 87
It is meant to be consumed over the next year. The excellent, deep
ruby-hued, straightforward, dense, peppery 2003 Shiraz offers
copious black cherry and berry fruit. Drink it over the next 1-2 years.
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CAMPBELLS
CAMPBELLS 2002 DURIF RUTHERGLEN  $37 RED 90
CAMPBELLS N.V. MUSCAT RUTHERGLEN  $19; 375 ml FORTIFIED 93
CAMPBELLS N.V. RARE MUSCAT MERCHANT PRINCE RUTHERGLEN  $85; 375 ml FORTIFIED 98
CAMPBELLS N.V. RARE TOKAY ISABELLA RUTHERGLEN  $85; 375 ml FORTIFIED 97
CAMPBELLS 2003 SHIRAZ/DURIF RUTHERGLEN  $16 RED 88
CAMPBELLS N.V. TOKAY RUTHERGLEN  $19; 375 ml FORTIFIED 91

While this producer is well-known for its fortifieds, they also
produce surprisingly good dry red wines. For example, the rustic
2003 Shiraz/Durif (75% and 25% respectively) is reminiscent of a
wine from France’s Languedoc-Roussillon. Aged in both French
and American oak, it exhibits fine balance, soft tannin, and
pleasant, straightforward, earthy, peppery, cherry fruit intermixed
with hints of plums, figs, and Provengal herbs. Drink it over the
next 2-3 years. The outstanding 2002 Durif (aged 12 months in
American and French wood) boasts a deep ruby/purple color as
well as tremendous density, and a sweet nose of graphite,
blackberries, and loamy soil.  While somewhat rustic, it
possesses loads of fruit and personality. Drink it over the next 4-
5 years.

The fortifieds are superb offerings that display just how
extraordinary the Rutherglen area is for these world-class after-
dinner beverages.

CAPE BARREN

CAPE BARREN
CAPE BARREN
The deep ruby/purple-tinged 2004 GSM (46% Grenache, 41%
Shiraz, 13% Mourvédre aged in largely old French hogsheads
and smaller American barrels for 12 months) offers up a big,
savory, spicy nose that smells like a Mediterranean fruit and
spice market. Its sweet, concentrated, blackberry and cassis fruit
reveals hints of Provencal herbs as well as roasted meats. This
attractive, supple-textured, round, delicious blend will drink well
for 2-3 years.

DALWHINNIE
DAWHINNIE 2002 CABERNET SAUVIGNON
DALWHINNIE 2002 CHARDONNAY
DALWHINNIE 2002 SHIRAZ

From the high elevation, cool climate terroir of Moonambel in
Victoria, Dalwhinnie produces wines from 100% estate grown
fruit.  The outstanding, beautifuly made 2002 Chardonnay
displays a deceptively evolved light gold color as well as a
youthful, vivacious personality. Scents of honeysuckle, crushed
rocks, white currants, pears, and flowers are reminiscent of a
high class premier cru from Chassagne-Montrachet. Crisp acidity
provides delineation for this nicely concentrated Chardonnay.
Drink it over the next several years.

2004 GRENACHE/SHIRAZ/MOURVEDRE
2003 SHIRAZ OLD VINE BLEWITT SPRINGS

The unctuous, light amber-hued non-vintage Muscat exhibits a sweet,
caramelized, rasiny character with notes of plums, fruitcakes, and
marmalade. It is gloriously sweet yet relatively light on its feet. More
subdued, the non-vintage Tokay reveals hints of Chinese black tea
interwoven with caramel, buttered nuts, prunes, and toffee. These
wines rarely improve in the bottle, but even after 5-10 years, they do
not reveal any signs of falling apart. The magnificent non-vintage
Rare Muscat Merchant Prince, made from a solera system of at least
60 years of age, reveals a dark amber color as well as amazingly
complex aromas of raisins, figs, caramel, marmalade, marzipan, and
molasses. Lastly, the stunning non-vintage Rare Tokay Isabella is a
honeyed, multi-flavored effort displaying rasiny, pruny characteristics
intermixed with hints of candied toffee, chocolate, figs, and marmalade.
This unctuous, sweet Tokay was made from a solera base of at least
60 years of age. These are riveting dessert wines to savor slowly at
the end of a meal.

McLAREN VALE $24 RED 90
McLAREN VALE $32 RED 93
The 2003 OId Vine is a big, full-bodied effort exhibiting notes of
melted chocolate, chewy blackberry and cassis fruit, and toasty oak.
With plenty of glycerin, alcohol, and rich fruit in its deep, formidably
endowed, velvety textured personality. It should be drunk over the
next 5-6 years.

MOONAMBEL, VICTORIA  $50 RED 86
MOONAMBEL, VICTORIA  $40 WHITE 90
MOONAMBEL, VICTORIA  $50 RED 91

The 2002 Cabernet Sauvignon reveals a few too many cool climate
characteristics for my taste. An austere style reveals notes of menthol,
red currants, and cherries. Medium-bodied and elegant, it is more akin
to a Loire Valley red than an Australian Cabernet. The beautifully floral
and cassis-scented and flavored 2002 Shiraz was aged 16 months in
equal parts French and American oak casks. It exhibits a dense
ruby/purple color along with elegant yet authoritative flavors of black
currants, licorice, charcoal, and a hit of earth. Drink this pure, ripe,
long Shiraz over the next 7-8 years.



KANGARILLA ROAD
KANGARILLAROAD 2003 CABERNET SAUVIGNON
KANGARILLAROAD 2004 CHARDONNAY
KANGARILLAROAD 2003 SHIRAZ
KANGARILLAROAD 2004 SHIRAZ/VIOGNIER
KANGARILLAROAD 2004 ZINFANDEL
KANGARILLAROAD 2003 ZINFANDEL

One of my favorite McLaren Vale wineries, Kangarilla Road offers
very realistic prices for the quality of their wines. Displaying
powerful aromas of limes, lemon oil, white peaches and subtle
wood, the 2004 Chardonnay possesses light acidity, lovely fruit,
loads of freshness, and a medium to full-bodied finish. Drink it
over the next 1-2 years.

The 2003 Cabernet Sauvignon is a fine value. Aged in a
combination of new and used French and America oak, it offers a
classic Cabernet bouquet of subtle mint intermixed with cedar
wood, black currant, and blackberries. With full-bodied, dense,
opulent flavors, low acidity, and ripe, sweet tannin, this beauty
can be enjoyed now and over the next 7-6 years. The 2003
Shiraz, also aged in both French and American oak (one quarter
new), reveals a more saturated ruby/purple color as well as a big,
sweet nose of smoke, camphor, blackberry liqueur, melted
licorice, and road tar. It boasts terrific fruit intensity, big, full-
bodied, savory, expansive mouthfeel, decent acidity, and heady
finish. For the price, this is a stunning Shiraz that will last for 5-6
years.

MITCHELL
MITCHELL 2002 CABERNET SAUVIGNON
MITCHELL 2002 GRENACHE (GSM)
MITCHELL 2004 WATERVALE RIESLING
MITCHELL 2003 SHIRAZ PEPPERTREE

VINEYARD

A relatively small Clare Valley winery offering attractive prices,
Mitchell consistently fashions a tasty, light to medium-bodied, dry
Riesling with plenty of clean citrus (lime and lemon)
characteristics. The fresh 2004 should be enjoyed over the next
year. The 2002 Grenache, which includes Sangiovese and
Mourvedre in the blend, reveals strawberry and cherry aromas as
well as flavors, medium body, and a heady, layered, surprisingly
long finish. Drink this knock-out value over the next 2-3 years.

NEPENTHE
NEPENTHE 2004 CHARDONNAY UNWOODED
NEPENTHE 2002 THE FUGUE PROPRIETARY RED
NEPENTHE 2003 PINOT NOIR CHARLESTON
NEPENTHE 2004 SAUVIGNON BLANC
NEPENTHE 2004 TRYSTRED
NEPENTHE 2004 TRYST WHITE

| consistently enjoy the wines from Nepenthe, a large, cool-
climate viticultural management company in South Australia.
Their reds and whites tend to be pure, fragrant efforts with crisp
acidity as well as loads of fruit, all presented in an elegant style.
The gorgeous 2004 Sauvignon Blanc exhibits copious honeyed
melon, lemon grass, and citrus (particularly lime) characteristics
in its medium-bodied, zesty, fresh personality. Drink it over the
next 1-2 years. Another delicious white, the 2004 Unwooded
Chardonnay, reveals abundant richness along with hints of
tangerines, lemon butter, and apples. The medium-bodied, fruity
Chardonnay possesses crisp acidity as well as excellent purity
and depth. A creative blend of 55% Sauvignon Blanc, 40%
Semillon, and 5% Pinot Gris, the delicious 2004 Tryst white
offers notions of wet stones, citrus, and grapefruit in an elegant,
medium-bodied, richly fruity style with good underlying acidity as
well as loads of freshness and vivacity.
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McLAREN VALE $22 RED 90
McLAREN VALE $18 WHITE 89
McLAREN VALE $22 RED 90
McLAREN VALE $25 RED 92
LANGHORNE CREEK $17 RED 87
McLAREN VALE $33 RED 90

Also a good value, the 2004 Shiraz/Viognier is McLaren Vales's
version of a Guigal Cote Rotie La Mouline. A blend of 92% Shiraz and
8% Viognier, this black-colored effort was aged 14 months in new
French oak. A rich bouquet of pain grille interwoven with exotic spices,
litchi nuts, violets, blackberries, and cassis soars from the glass of this
fragrant, nearly ostentatious wine. In the mouth, there is dazzling
ripeness, superb purity, an opulent, full-bodied mouthfeel, and a long,
heady finish. This terrific Shiraz gracefully carries its 15% alcohol
beneath layers of fruit and glycerin. Drink it over the next 7-8 years.

It is tough for Australian Zinfandel to complete with those from
California. While some Aussie Zins are very good, prices are generally
high, reflecting their rarity Down Under. Kangarilla Road’s very good
2004 Zinfandel Langhorne Creek reveals peppery fig and berry-like
fruit, medium body, decent acidity, and a surprising elegance. It is
ideal for drinking over the next 2-3 years. More substantial and rich,
but still elegantly styled is the fig, fruit cake, black cherry, and pepper-
scent 2003 Zinfandel McLaren Vale. Heady, well-made, and pure, it
should drink well for 2-3 years.

CLARE VALLEY $24 RED 87
CLARE VALLEY $16 RED 88
CLARE VALLEY $16 WHITE 87
CLARE VALLEY $24 RED 90

The deep, rich, somewhat monolithic 2002 Cabernet Sauvignon
Sevenhill Vineyard (100% Cabernet Sauvignon) exhibits black currant
fruit intermixed with a touch of French oak. Spicy, angular, solidly
made, and realistically priced, it should age nicely for 4-7 years. The
finest wine of this quartet is the 2003 Shiraz Peppertree Vineyard, a
spicy, earthy, peppery effort displaying notions of black currants,
plums, and cherries. With good richness, medium to full body, and a
heady, long finish, it will provide pleasure over the next 4-5 years.

ADELAIDE HILLS $16 WHITE 89
ADELAIDE HILLS $20 RED 89
ADELAIDE HILLS $20 RED 88
ADELAIDE HILLS $16 WHITE 90
ADELAIDE HILLS $15 RED 87
ADELAIDE HILLS $15 WHITE 90

The 2003 Pinot Noir Charleston (100% Pinot Noir) is one of the finest
Australian Pinots | have tasted. It exhibits a medium ruby color in
addition to soft, sweet notes of cola, black cherries, dried herbs, and
loamy soil. Soft, round, medium-bodied, and charming, it should be
enjoyed over the next 2-3 years. Although the medium to dark ruby-
hued 2004 Tryst red (a blend of 73% Cabernet Sauvignon, 17%
Tempranillo, and 10% Zinfandel) spent 10 months in primarily French
oak, it emphasizes fruit over structure and tannin, offering aromas of
black currants, licorice, smoke, dried herbs and sweet cherries and
currants. It should drink well for 2-3 years. Denser, richer, and more
complex, the 2002 The Fugue is a Bordeaux blend of 52% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 42% Merlot, and equal parts Cabernet Franc and Malbec.
Its dark ruby/purple-tinged color is followed by a sweet nose of subtle
new oak interwoven with dried herbs, black currants, cherries, and a
touch of smoke. Medium-bodied, ripe, nicely textured, and long with
silky tannin, it is best drunk over the next 3-5 years.



PEARSON VINEYARDS
PEARSON VINEYARDS 2003 CABERNET FRANC
PEARSON VINEYARDS 2003 CABERNET SAUVIGNON

This boutique operation is run by Jim Pearson, an Australian
garagiste who fashions artisinal reds bursting with character and
personality. The dense ruby/purple-hued 2003 Cabernet
Sauvignon is a Pauillac-like effort exhibiting notes of cedar
wood, cassis, toasty oak, high quality cigar smoke, and
underbrush. Aged 30 months in French hogsheads, it is youthful,
moderately tannic Cabemet that will benefit from another 1-3
years of bottle age; it should keep for a decade.

ROCKBARE
ROCKBARE 2004 CHARDONNAY
ROCKBARE 2003 CHARDONNAY RESERVE
ROCKBARE 2003 SHIRAZ
ROCKBARE 2002 SHIRAZ RESERVE

This outstanding estate remains under most Australian wine
enthusiasts’ radar. The RockBare offerings possess all the
richness one expects of South Australian vineyards along with
abundant complexity, a subtle touch of wood, and sometimes a
French-styled elegance. The 2004 Chardonnay offers up
beautiful honeyed peach, apple blossom, orange rind, and
assorted citrus characteristics presented in a medium to full-
bodied, fruit style revealing a discriminating use of new oak. It
should drink well for another 2-3 years. Also superb, the 2003
Chardonnay Reserve exhibits a slight greenish hue to its color
along with notions of peach, lemon blossom, orange rind, and a
nutty, brioche-like component. Medium to full-bodied, with a
fabulous texture as well as a long finish, it is reminiscent of a
New World version of a premier cru Chassagne-Montrachet from
the likes of Michel Niellon.

STICKS
STICKS 2004 CHARDONNAY
STICKS 2004 MERLOT
STICKS 2004 PINOT NOIR
STICKS 2003 SHIRAZ

These cool-climate offerings, which are versatile with an
assortment of foods, emphasize their varietal’s fruit, and possess
good nuances as well as surprising elegance. For example, the
2004 Chardonnay exhibits plenty of pear, lemon blossom,
pineapple, and mineral characteristics. It is an excellent,
medium-bodied Chardonnay with surprising flavor depth and
length. Drink it over the next 1-2 years. Pinot Noir is far more of
a challenge, even in cooler climate regions, and the Sticks’ 2004
Pinot Noir reveals aromas of herbs and tart cherries, medium
body, and a spicy, earthy finish. It, too, should be consumed
over the next 1-2 years.
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CLARE VALLEY $32 RED 90+

CLARE VALLEY $37 RED 90
Possibly the finest Cabernet Franc, made in Australia, Pearson’s 2003
(97% Cabernet Franc and 3% Cabernet Sauvignon) boasts notes of
blueberries, raspberries, mint and cedar. This complex, nuanced red
exhibits a dense, rich personality with nearly rustic tannin as well as
tremendous depth and intensity. A four de force in winemaking. It will
drink well for 10-12 years. The Cheval Blanc of Australia?

McLAREN VALE $16 WHITE 91
ADELAIDE HILLS $29 WHITE 91
McLAREN VALE $17 RED 89
BAROSSA VALLEY $34 RED 92+

The 2003 Shiraz possesses super ripeness as well as a sweet,
complex, licorice-infused, blackberry, cherry, smoke, and earth
scented bouquet. This sexy, opulent, round wine should be drunk over
the next 4-5 years. Even better is the 2002 Shiraz Reserve, a
blockbuster-styled Shiraz made from a 140-year-old Barossa vineyard.
Its dense purple color is accompanied by gorgeous aromas of toasty
oak intermixed with licorice, spice box, blackberries, and figs, fabulous
concentration, a huge, muscular yet silky-textured, opulent mid-palate,
and an explosive finish. Enjoy this knock-out Shiraz over the next 10-
12 years.

YARRA VALLEY $17 WHITE 88
YARRA VALLEY $17 RED 87
YARRA VALLEY $17 RED 84
YARRA VALLEY $17 RED 86

The 2003 Shiraz displays a cooler climate perfume of dark cherries
intermixed with underbrush, licorice, and pepper. Medium-bodied and
soft with silky tannin, it should be drunk over the next 2-3 years. | am
not generally a fan of New World Merlot, but this 2004 Merlot offers
terrific fruit, copious amounts of mochas and berry notes gently kissed
by roasted herbs and smoke. With excellent texture, a plum, fleshy
style, and admirable fleshiness as well as depth, this beauty should be
consumed over the next 1-3 years.



