Simon Gilbert
Acrobat SEA
Sangiovese Shiraz
2005 ***x

A tannic monster. Nutty
and savoury on the nose
- characters that are then
echoed on the palate. A
good food wine. $10

Protero Gumeracha
Adelaide Hills Red
Blend 2005 % x %
Mushroomy aromas
and a big, gutsy palate
with lots of oak-derived
tannins but has the fruit
to support it. $25

6 TASTED
4 RECOMMENDED

A small but excellent
class with rich sweet
fruit. The judges
commented that
although it is hard to

get this variety ripe,
when it does it performs
extremely well.
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Cape Barren NcLaren
Vale Grenache

Shiraz Mourvedre
2005 **k*x*x
Excellent crimson-black
wine. Tarry, smoky,

wild fruit nose - very
complex. Great palate;
rich and flavoursome and
full of sweet ripe red
berries all underscored
by some lovely firm
tannins. $23

Hugo McLaren Vale
Grenache Shiraz
2004 ** k%
Old-fashioned style
with lots of alcohol.
Porty aromas and very
rich solid fruit palate
with powerful spicy
characters and drying
tannins. $19

Sorrento Dry

Grown McLaren Vale
Grenache

2005 *x*x*x1/2

Ripe, meaty nose with

a candied edge. Big,

big palate with long,
lingering Ribena-like
flavours. $18

KilikanoonThe
Medley Barossa
Valley Clare Valley
Grenache Shiraz
Mourvedre 2004 * %%
The nose is complex and
gamey and the palate
loaded with sweet, ripe
fruit, finishing off with
drying tannins. $25

24 TASTED
11 RECOMMENDED

Possibly the strongest
class of merlot we have
seen for a long time, with
the 2005 vintage being
one of the best. It was
great not to see the green
and herbal characters
often associated with

this variety.

Bird in Hand
Adelaide Hills Merlot
2005 * %k *x1/2
Excellent lifted nose of
sweet new oak, plums
and cherries. Fleshy

and flavoursome in the
mouth with powerful
and rich chocolaty sweet
fruit. “A very stylish
wine,” enthused one
judge. $30

Black Wattle

Mt Benson Merlot
2005 *x*x%x1/2

A red-black wine that
has a wonderfully silky
seamless balance
between the rich berry
fruits, cedar oak and
tingling acidity. The high
alcohol gives it a hot
finish. Needs time to
settle down. $35.99

Kominos Wines
Reserve Granite Belt
Merlot 2005 * % %%
Big, rich fruit cake
aromas. Great palate
very similar to the nose;
everything seamlessly
balanced. Nice mid-palate
sweetness with a mouth-
puckering finish. $26

Fishbone Western
Australia Merlot
2005 *x*x%x1/2

The nose is a complex
concoction of cherries,
oak and a hint of spice.
Excellent vibrant cassis
flavours well integrated
with the oak. $15

Guichen Bay
Vineyards Mount
Benson Merlot
2005 *xx%x1/2

An inky wine. Has light
berry aromas layered
with bacon-like oak.
Huge palate — in fact a
monster! Lovely fresh
balance of choc mint and
vanilla. $20

Oxford Landing
South Australia
Merlot 2005 * %%
A lean style but has
good depth and
length of primary fruit
characters. Too raw at
the moment; needs
time. $7.95

Brown Hill
Croesus Reserve
Margaret River
Merlot 2005 * %%
Smells quite meaty
and savoury. Big,
fleshy palate with lots
of alcohol. Again too
young; come back to it
later. $25

Protero Gumeracha
Adelaide Hills
Merlot 2005 * %%
Broad stewed plum and
tarry oak nose. Ditto for
the palate. Has lovely
softness and loads of
alcohol. $29

Serafino

McLaren Vale Merlot
2004 **x %

Nose exhibits a savoury
complexity. Mid-weight
palate with sweet,

ripe flavours and an
astringent finish. $25

Gapsted Ballerina
Canopy King Valley
Alpine Valley Merlot
2002 % *%

Nicely matured wine
with good flavour length.
Some sweetness on

the mid-palate. High in
alcohol. $23.99

35 TASTED
12 RECOMMENDED

A solid class without
any great highlights.
The judges saw a lot of
vegetal weediness in
some of these wines;
perhaps this was a
reflection of the young
vine material being
used. The best showed
richness of fruit from
adequate ripening.

Dorrien Estate Bin

1 Barossa Valley
Cabernet Sauvignon
Shiraz 2003 %% %%
An interesting nose

- very complex with
great smoky oak aromas
supported by ripe plum
fruit characters. Savoury
palate has excellent
balance and a strong
tannic finish. $44.50

Sorrento McLaren
Vale Cabernet
Sauvignon Cabernet
Franc Merlot

2004 **x k%
Interesting smoky
complexity on the nose.
Nice savoury palate that
has some sweetness in
the middle. Good spicy
nuances throughout.
Needs a little more
time. $18

Ross Estate Lynedoch
Barossa Valley
Cabernet Sauvignon
Cabernet Franc
Merlot 2004 *x%x1/2
Powerful and juicy black
fruit nose underscored
with cigar box oak
characters. Tight palate
with excellent currant-
like flavours. $25



